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in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:9-10). That is a clear

acknowledgment that God is in charge, that He is sovereign. And
it establishes our relationship to Him: that of a child under the
authority of his Father. Any time we disregard the divine order of
things, we’re out-of-bounds, and we hinder our relationship with
our heavenly Father.

Prayer Killer #10: Unsurrendered Will

There once was a Scottish woman who earned a modest living
by peddling her wares along the roads of her country. Each day she
would travel about, and when she came to an intersection, she
would toss a stick into the air. Whichever way the stick pointed was
the way she went. On one occasion an old man stood across the
road from her as she tossed the stick into the air once, twice, three
times. Finally the old man asked, “Why are you throwing that stick
like that?” :

“I’'m letting God show me which way to go by using this stick,’
she said.

“Then why did you throw it three times?” the old man asked.

“Because the first two times, He was pointing me in the wrong
direction,” was her reply.

The ultimate purpose of prayer is not to get what we want, but
to learn to want what God gives. But that will never happen if we
don’t surrender our will and put ourselves on God’s agenda instead

of our own.

A person whese will is surrendered to God has a relationship
with Him similar to the one described in the parable of the vine and
the branches. It says, “If you remain in me and my words remain
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you” (Iohp 1§ N
The branch depends on the vine and lives in one accord with it, In
return, the vine provides it with everything it needs, and the result

is great fruitfulness.




