PARTNERS IN PRAYER 63

There are great benefits to surrendering your will to God. One

is that God promises to answer your prayers and grant your requests.
Another is that we get to receive the power of Christ through the
Holy Spirit. Just as with the vine and the branches, He flows
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through us, gives us power, and produces fruit.

Developing an effective prayer life depends on keeping your
relationship with God strong and uncluttered by sin and disobedi-
ence. First Peter 3:12 says, “The eyes of the Lord are on the

_righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of
the Lord is against those who do evil.” If we strive for righteousness
and confess our errors, we can remain close to God. But maintaining
our relationship with Him is an ongoing process. A Christian can’t
simply pray once through a list like these ten prayer killers and expect
to be done with it. Every day we need to go to God and ask Him

to reveal anything that may be hindering our progress.
Look at Psalm 139:23-24. It contains the words of David, a

man after God’s own heart, who had one of the best-relationships
with God in all the Bible:

Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts.

See if there is any offensive way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting,

David overcame some horrible sins in his life to be close to God.
He was a murderer and adulterer, yet he humbled himself before
God and confessed his sins. And that allowed him to come closer
to God and keep growing and building in his relationship with Him.

David is a great model for us to follow. If God was able to
forgive him and build a special relationship with him, then He can
do the same with us. If we are faithful, God will draw us close to
Him. And He will answer our prayers.



